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culture of the Taluka is brought to notice in the extension of tobacco, grown as a dry crop, from 48 to 743 acres.
Within the last twenty years the means of communication have been greatly improved by the construction of the railway to Viramgam, with three stations, one of them at Sanand itself, within the limits of the Taluka; a metalled road from Sarkhej in the east, passing through Sanand to Viramgam; and a second, connecting the Taluka with Bavala in Dholka, and thence with the port of Dholera, on the Gulf of Cambay, are also of use for the conveyance of agricultural produce. Eoad-making in a part of the country where there is no stone must always be a very expensive matter.
There are many signs of increased material prosperity since the introduction of the Survey system. Population has increased by nearly 29 per cent., and the number of houses inhabited by them, by over 20 per cent.; another circumstance with regard to this particular being noteworthy, viz., that there has been a diminution of thatched tenements to the extent of 67, and an increase of substantial tiled houses of 88, per cent. The area of increase in actual cultivation has been unusually large, having risen from . 24,494 acres in 1859-60 to 60,629 acres in 1889-90, or 147-5 per cent., leing an increase per head of population from -61 to 1-18. A diminution of about 4 per cent, in the proportion that agriculturists formerly bore to non-agriculturists proves that, with the opening out of the country, a great want is being supplied, viz., the establishment of means of livelihood other than agriculture. There are now two cotton-spinning factories at the town of Sanand, whence a good deal of cotton is exported to Surat, Bombay, and elsewhere.
Agricultural cattle have increased by 9*5 per cent., and non-agricultural decreased by over 19 per cent., owing, no doubt, to the extension of the cultivated and contraction of pasturage area. Over 11 per cent, of the Survey fields in the Taluka are, however, still unoccupied, which leaves room for the sheep and goats which are bred and exported, and.have increased by over 1,300 in the last thirty years. Carts are reported to have decreased in number, but the returns in this respect are considered untrustworthy. On the whole, there can be no doubt that this tract of country has